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Subject;    WOMEN  HARVEST  BAKES.     Information  from  farm  labor  officials  of  the  War 
Jood  Administration. 

"Let's  pitch  in  and  see  these  farmers  through,"  is  what  thousands  of  women  with 
spare  tine  to  give  to  farm  work  are  saying  to  each  other  as  we  go  into  the  peak  of 
virvest  season. 

These  women  are  learning  firsthand  that  harvest  time  is  a  crucial  time  down  on 
the  farm  .  .  .  and  that  farmers  need  harvest  help  more  than  ever  this  year  to  meet 
the  largest  food  goals  they've  ever  faced. 

Sver  since  spring  plowing  started  women  and  girls  have  been  helping  save  the 
day  for  farmers  in  a  tight  spot.    Summer  is  about  over  now,  but  women  can  not  rest 
)n  their  good  record  for  farm  work  yet. 

There  is  still  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  to  be  done  before  the  harvest  is 
>ver  and  the  last  bushel  of  food  saved.    So  all  around  the  country  women  are  sweat- 
ing it  out  on  the  food  front.    They're  doing  it  because  they  want  to  be  sure  their 
irothers  and  husbands  and  sons  will  have  their  messkits  as  full  of  meat  and  vege- 
attes  and  fruit  this  year  as  they  were  last. 

There's  a  woman  in  Massachusetts  whose  husband  has  gone  overseas.    Nothing  has 
ifted  her  spirits  so  much  as  a  letter  from  him  saying  he's  had  more  roast  beef 
*:rseas  in  a  month  than  he  had  at  home  in  six  months. 

Ee  also  said  fruit  was  a  favorite  desert  at  his  camp.    Pies  and  puddings  were 
1  right,  he  said,  but  what  the  boys  enjoyed  most  of  all  for  a  topper-off  to  a 
Pa  dinner  was  a  dish  of  mixed  canned  fruit.     (Incidentally,  doesn't  it  make  you 
el  good  to  know  we  have  a  good  fruit  crop  this  year.) 

Women  want  their  men  to  keep  on  sending  back  good  reports  from  overseas  on  their 
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food.    They'll  work  from  dawn  to  dusk  to  keop  that  food  rolling  out  of  farm  factor- 
ies. 

Down  South  where  the  sun  is  hot,  some  women's  clubs  are  foregoing  regular  meet- 
ings.   The  nembers  go  out  to  nearby  far  3  and  spend  the  time  that  would  otherwise 
go  for  the  meeting  in  doing  farm  work. 

These  women  work  on  fruit  and  truck  farms.    They  helped  to  get  in  the  bumper 
wheat  crop.    They  chopped  cotton  .  .   .  and  they'll  help  to  pick  it  this  fall.  They 
work  in  dairies  and  they  do  house  work  to  release  farm  women  more  experienced  than 
they  in  field  work  or  handling  farm  machinery. 

One  of  the  unusual  stories  of  a  job  done  by  southern  women  to  help  farm  pro- 
duction comes  from  Arkansas.    In  Miller  County  there  was  an  uncompleted  4-mile 
stretch  of  telephone  line.     It  was  the  only  telephone  line  in  the  community  and  bad- 
ly needed  to  speed  up  work.    No  men  could  be  hired  to  build  the  4-mile  link  because 
there  were  no  nen  to  hire. 

So  a  group  of  clubwomen  talked  the  situation  over  with  their  husbands  and  went 
to  work.    Ten  women  met  on  a  farm  whose  owner  donated  the  poles.     They  cut  and  part- 
ly peeled  the  poles,  loaded  them  on  a  wagon,  hauled  them  off  to  holes  they  dug  them- 
selves, and  set  the  poles.     Two  husbands  strung  the  wire  in  their  spare  time. 

:'°.ny  wonen  doing  farm  work  wear  the  red-and-blue  shield  of  the  Women's  Land 
Anay  as  arn  bands  or  on  their  hats.    This  shield  lets  the  world  know  these  women 
are  food  and  and  fiber  producers  for  the  war.    They  get  the  shields  from  the  county 
agricultural  agent  who  knows  \\rhat  farm  jobs  they  are  doing  and  where  .   .  .  and  that 
they've  earned  the  right  to  wear  the  shields. 

There  are  more  Land  Army  women  in  many  States  this  year  than  last.     In  North 
Dakota,  for  example,  increasing  numbers  of  women  are  helping  meet  critical  farm 
labor  shortages  in  many  places  throughout  the  State  by  harvesting  beans,  tomatoes, 
^   lettuce  ...  by  driving  tractors,  feeding  livestock,  working  in  dairies,  and 
d°ing  ?0ultry  work.    North  Dakota  club  women  have  studied  their  local  situations  and 


-3- 

where  they  found  a  need,  they  encouraged  the  "boys  and  girls  of  their  families  to  go 
out  and  do  farn  work.  As  a  result  of  this  support,  one  North  Dakota  county  proudly 
resorted  that  65  percent  of  all  its  "boys  and  girls  old  enough  to  do  it  were  working 
on  fans  to  help  the  war. 

Illinois  v/onen  and  girls  have  done  an    outstanding  joh  detasseling  hybrid  seed 
corn.  An  enormous  anount  of  hand  labor  is  needed  for  this  work.    Seventy-seven  of 
Illinois'  102  counties  produce  seed  corn.     Serving  on  this  food  front  are  women  fron 
nany  fields  of  activity  .   .   .  wives  of  service  men,  stenographers,  teachers,  librar- 
ians, college  students.    They  feel  that  farn  work  is  one  of  the  nost  direct  ways  to 

back  up  their  nen  in  the  armed  forces. 

If  we  leave  food  in  the  fields  to  waste  this  crucial  year  of  the  war,  to  the 

nen  on  the  fighting  fronts  it  will  look  like  letting  them  down.    Farmers  need 

4,000,000  extra  workers  this  year.    The  peak  of  this  need  is  right  now  in  the  midst 

of  the  harvest  season.    It  will  continue  for  several  more  weeks. 

If  you  have  tine  to  spare  for  farm  work  ...  a  few  days  or  even  a  few  hours 

.  ■  .  get  in  touch  with  the  county  agricultural  agent  or  the  county  farm  labor 

office.    See  what  farmers  near  you  need  extra  workers,  and  do  all  you  can  to  see 

those  farriers  through. 
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